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Lesson Six:

Beauty For Ashes:
Jesus’ Program
Isaiah 61:1-3
2

Isaiah 61:1…. The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon
me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion- to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display
his glory.
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Luke 4:16…. When he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.“ 20
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say
to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
6
hearing."

The
Historical
Background
Of
Isaiah 61
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Isaiah:
• Was sent by Jehovah to suffering country men.
• To tell them, “God had looked in pity (sympathy) on their
woes.”
• To tell them God was about to set them on their feet
again.
• To tell them God would call the exiles home from Babylon.
 To heal the wounded.
 To set free the captives.
 To give his people “Beauty (or a garland) for ashes.”
 To give them oil of joy for their mourning (weeping).
 To give them a garment of praise for their spirit of
heaviness.
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JESUS’ MESSSAGE:
 Times had changed.
 Scene shifted from Babylon to
Judah/ Israel.
 Oppressors we now the Romans.
 People were the descendants of
the Babylonian captives.
 Jesus applies words of Isaiah to
His own work.
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History was repeating itself, but with this
difference:
 Isaiah’s prophecy was for a particular
people and situation.
 Jesus used same words for both a
particular AND a universal application.
 Jesus was sent, not only to His own
people, but to mankind of ALL nations
and for ALL time.
 His work is perpetuated through His
disciples.
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John 1:29…. The next day he saw Jesus
coming toward him and declared, "Here
is the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world!
John 10:16…. I have other sheep that
do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd.
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Luke 24:46…. and he said to them,
"Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day,
47
and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all
nations,
beginning
from
Jerusalem.
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II Tim. 2:2…. and what you have heard
from me through many witnesses
entrust to faithful people who will be
able to teach others as well.

John 17:19…. And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, so that they also may
be sanctified in truth.
20 "I ask not only on behalf of these,
but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word,
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The
Five steps
In the
Program
Of Jesus
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# 1… Preaching the Gospel to the poor.

 The poor here are the “poor in
spirit”, the lowly, the afflicted.
 Those who feel spiritual
destitution.
 Those who are willing to listen
and give themselves to Jesus.
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# 2… Proclaiming release to the captives.

 Captivity of any kind has always
been a sad spectacle.
 The cruelest chains are the
chains of sin and death.
 Jesus provided a release from sin
and death.
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John 8:31…. Then Jesus said to the
Jews who had believed in him, "If you
continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples;
32 and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free."

John 8:34…. Jesus answered them,
"Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin.
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TRUTH
Frees us from:
Sin
Death
Guilt
Ignorance
Fear
Superstition
Doubt
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# 2… Recovering of sight to the blind.

 The blind here are those
spiritually blind.
 They have had their spiritual
discernment blunted.
 Jesus DID heal those physically
blind.
 He also gave spiritual sight to
man which has greater value.
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John 9:35…. Jesus heard that they had
driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?“ 36
He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so
that I may believe in him.“ 37 Jesus said to
him, "You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.“ 38 He said, "Lord, I
believe." And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus
said, "I came into this world for judgment so
that those who do not see may see, and
those who do see may become blind."
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John 14:9…. Jesus said to
him, "Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still
do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say,
'Show us the Father'?
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Matt. 11:25…. At that time Jesus said, "I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father,
for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. 28 "Come to me, all you
that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light."
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# 4… Setting at liberty those that are
bruised.

 Those broken by calamity,
particularly the broken
hearted.
 Jesus is willing to mend broken
hearts.
 We sing a song…. “earth hath no
sorrow that Heaven cannot
heal…”
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Down in the human heart,
crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can
restore;
Touched by a loving heart,
weakened by kindness;
Chords that were broken will
vibrate once more.”
(Rescue the Perishing…)
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# 5… Proclaiming the acceptable year of
the Lord.
 Considered from the Lord’s side,
He will ALWAYS be successful.
Isaiah 55:10…. For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven, and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to
the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed
in the thing for which I sent it.
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He has seen fit to place a
large
amount
of
the
responsibility for HIS work in
the hands of HIS disciples,
OUR faithfulness will always
be a large factor in the
success of the program of
Jesus.
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Mark 16:15…. And he said to them, "Go into all
the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation.
II Cor. 5:18…. All this is from God, who reconciled us
to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.
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Our Next Lesson :

What Think You
Of Christ?
Matt. 16:13-18
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