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What Is A Parable?
A Definition:
“A parable is a comparison between a
familiar fact and a spiritual Truth.”
“A parable is a life experience told to
reveal a spiritual meaning.”
“A parable is never about the physical or
material, but always about the spiritual lesson
implied.”
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The word “parable” is a Greek word
and literally means:
“A throwing along side.” One thing is placed by the
side of another for the purpose of comparison. Thus a
parable is a comparison or an analogy. Often a parable is
defined as “an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.” This
is good definition, but it is not broad enough to include all
the parables of Jesus. Some parables are not stories.
“Physician, heal yourself.” Luke 4:23, is termed a parable by
Jesus. We would rather refer to this as a “proverb.” The
Lord’s statement, “..the things that proceed out of the man
are those that defile the man,” Mark 7:15-17, is also called a
parable. It is a kind of riddle that prompts the individual to
ask him or herself: “What is there that comes out of me that
3
is more important than what I take in?”

Each parable MUST be considered in its
context. In the parable of the Sower or
Soils, small details in the story, even the
birds and the sun are important. In the
parable of the Prodigal Son, such things as
the “fatted calf” and “music and dancing”
have no meaning other than to add color
to the story.
Jesus used Parables in teaching and in
answering the questions asked of Him.
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Parables In This Study:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Parable of The Barren Fig Tree
The Parable of The Good Samaritan
The Parable of Leaven
The Parable of The Lost Coin
The Parable of The Mustard Seed
The Parable of The Net
The Parable of The Second Mile
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Parables In This Study:
8.
9.
10.
11.

The Parable of The Seed
The Parable of The Tares
The Parable of Watchfulness
The Parable of The Pearl of Great
Price
12. The Parable of Who Is My
Neighbor?
13. The Parable of The Foolish Rich
Man
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Lesson One:
The Barren Fig
Tree
7
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Luke 13:6…. Then He told this parable: "A
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and
found none. 7 So he said to the gardener,
'See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I
find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?‘ 8 He replied, 'Sir, let it
alone for one more year, until I dig around
it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit
next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.'"
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The Jews thought that all calamities
were brought upon people because
of their sins.
Luke 13:1…. At that very time there were some
present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked
them, "Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell
on them--do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they
did."
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John 9:1…. As he walked along,
he saw a man blind from birth. 2
His disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?“ 3
Jesus answered, "Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God's works
might be revealed in him.
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Jesus took occasion to correct
his disciples’ false concepts.

1. The story of the
Galileans who had
been slain.
2. The Parable of the
Barren Fig Tree.
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The Parable of:
The Barren Fig
Tree
13
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Analysis
Of the
Parable
20

The
Owner
Of the
Vineyard / Figtree
Is God
21

The
Vineyard / Fig Tree
Is:
1. The Jewish Nation
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Isaiah 5:1…. Let me sing for my beloved my love-song
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to
yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3
And now,
inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between
me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my
vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned
or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but
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heard a cry!

The
Vineyard / Fig Tree
Is:
1. The Jewish Nation
2. Christians or
Spiritual Israel
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John 15:4…. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing.
John 15:15…. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master
is doing; but I have called you friends, because I
have made known to you everything that I have
heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but
I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name.
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God desires His people
produce good work.
John 15:8…. My Father is
glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become
my disciples.
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II Peter 1:5…. For this very reason, you must make
every effort to support your faith with goodness, and
goodness with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with selfcontrol, and self-control with endurance, and
endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with
mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For
if these things are yours and are increasing among
you, they keep you from being ineffective and
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9
For anyone who lacks these things is nearsighted and
blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10
Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager
to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you
will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will be richly provided for you.
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The Barrenness of the Fig Tree
Shows:
1. The slothfulness of the Jewish nation.
2. The wickedness of the Jewish nation.
3. The lack of inward heart for God.
4. Modern man’s lack of understanding
that we are here to produce spiritual
terms or fruit for God in His kingdom.
It is what is expected of us.
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Rom. 12:1…. I beg you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.
2 And be not conformed to this
world: but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
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The Vine Dresser refers to the
Messengers of God who plead for man
to do better.

The Prophets
John
Jesus
The Apostles
Modern Day Preachers
And Teachers of the
Bible
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The period of waiting to destroy the
tree denotes the delay of God’s
vengeance to give an opportunity of
repentance.
Ezek. 33:11…. Say to them, As I live, says the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways
and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways;
for why will you die, O house of Israel?
II Pet. 3:9…. The Lord is not slow about his
promise, as some think of slowness, but is
patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but
all to come to repentance.
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The remark of the dresser that “it
might THEN be cut down” denotes a
HEAVY JUDGMENT that would be
JUST for the unfruitful tree.

John 15:8…. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my
disciples.
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John 5:27…. and he has given him
authority
to
execute
judgment,
because he is the Son of Man.
28 Do not be astonished at this; for
the hour is coming when all who are
in their graves will hear his voice
29 and will come out--those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation.
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The
Church
Is The
Vineyard
Of The
Lord
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35

36

More is required of us than
was of the Jewish Nation.
We
Have
A
Better
Promise

Heb. 8:6…. But Jesus
has now obtained a
more
excellent
ministry, and to that
degree he is the
mediator of a better
covenant, which has
been enacted through
better promises.
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To whom much is given, much
is required.
Luke 12: 48…. ……...From
everyone to whom much
has been given, much will
be required; and from the
one to whom much has
been entrusted, even more
will be demanded.
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We have been translated out of
the power of darkness into the
Kingdom of God.
Col. 1:13…. He has rescued us
from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of
his beloved Son, 14 in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.
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We are not OF the world, but OF
THE CHURCH. (the BODY of Christ)
John 15:19…. If you belonged to
the world, the world would love
you as its own. Because you do
not belong to the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world-therefore the world hates you.
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Col. 1:18…. He is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in
everything.
Col. 1:24…. Who now rejoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake,
which is the church:
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The fig tree was not planted
on a hedge or a place of
non-importance.
It was planted in a vineyard
– a place of special interest
– a place of:
PRODUCTIVITY.
42
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The church is a
place of special
interest to the
world.
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Eph. 5:23…. For the husband is the head of
the wife just as Christ is the head of the
church, the body of which he is the Savior. 24
Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also
wives ought to be, in everything, to their
husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her, 26 in order to make her holy by
cleansing her with the washing of water by the
word, 27 so as to present the church to
himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle
or anything of the kind--yes, so that she may
be holy and without blemish.
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Acts 20:28…. Keep watch
over yourselves and over all
the flock, of which the Holy
Spirit
has
made
you
overseers, to shepherd the
church of God that he
obtained with the blood of his
own Son.
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Matt. 28:18…. And Jesus came and
said to them, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit,
20
and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age."
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Eph. 3:8…. Although I am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given to me to
bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; 10 so that through the
church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord,
48

WE
Are The
Church
WE are expected to bear fruit,
and if WE fail, WE TOO will be
cut off.
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John 15:1…. "I am the true vine, and my Father is
the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You
have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned.
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II Pet. 1:5…. For this very reason, you must
make every effort to support your faith with
goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6
and knowledge with self-control, and selfcontrol with endurance, and endurance with
godliness, 7 and godliness with mutual
affection, and mutual affection with love. 8
For if these things are yours and are
increasing among you, they keep you from
being ineffective and unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For
anyone who lacks these things is
nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the
cleansing of past sins.
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Rom. 6:22…. But now
being made free from sin,
and become servants to
God, you have your fruit
unto holiness, and the
end everlasting life.
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What
Is My Worth
To The
Church?
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We Should Not Be
As Disappointing
To God
As Was The
Nation of Israel
Exodus 32:9…. The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen
this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I
may consume them; and of you I will make a great
nation."
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Moses interceded for Israel as did
the vine dresser for the fig tree.
Exodus 32:11 …. 11 But Moses implored the
LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
with great power and with a mighty hand? 12
Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with
evil intent that he brought them out to kill
them in the mountains, and to consume them
from the face of the earth'? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not
bring disaster on your people.
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Christ intercedes for us
today.
Heb. 7:25…. Wherefore he is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever lives to
make intercession for them.
Heb. 9:24…. For Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us:
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We should intercede for
each other.
Eph. 6:18….
Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints;
James 5:16…. Confess your faults one
to another, and pray one for another, that
you may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much.
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The time is coming
When the owner
(Jesus)
will be back
To claim His own.
We MUST be ready.
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There was a limit to
tolerance for the fig
tree.
There will be limit
of God’s tolerance
for us.
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Matt. 7:19…. Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.
Eccl. 8:11…. Because sentence against an
evil deed is not executed speedily, the human
heart is fully set to do evil. 12 Though sinners
do evil a hundred times and prolong their
lives, yet I know that it will be well with those
who fear God, because they stand in fear
before him, 13 but it will not be well with the
wicked, neither will they prolong their days
like a shadow, because they do not stand in
fear before God.
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John 15:1 …. "I am the true vine, and my Father is
the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You
have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned.
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The tragedy of unfruitfulness:
A. The unfruitful are useless.
Matt. 5:13…. "You are the salt of
the earth; but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for
anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.
62

The tragedy of unfruitfulness:
B. One might be unfruitful because
of the works of the flesh.
Gal. 5:19…. Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20
Idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, 21
Envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also
told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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The tragedy of unfruitfulness:
C. The sin of unfruitfulness sometimes
causes churches to die.
Rev. 3:14…. "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the origin
of God's creation: 15 "I know your works; you are neither cold
nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or hot. 16 So, because
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit
you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, 'I am rich, I have
prospered, and I need nothing.' You do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 Therefore I
counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you
may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the
shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint
your eyes so that you may see. 19 I reprove and discipline
those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent.
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The story of two bodies of water:

The
Sea of Galilee
And
The Dead Sea
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The fig tree was not only useless,
but it was also harmful.
A. It cumbered the ground.
(it took up vital soil and
nutriments)
B. It took up space and
fatness of the earth, and
shaded the ground so that
other plants could not grow.
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Unfaithful and unfruitful church
members do harm to the body of Christ.

1. They take zeal from the faithful
members.
2. They keep others from obeying
the truth.
I Cor. 5:6…. Your boasting is not a
good thing. Do you not know that a
little yeast leavens the whole batch
of dough?
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The
unfruitful
Fig tree
would
Have been
cut down
Eventually
if it
Bore no
fruit.
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It is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment:
II Pet. 3:9….
The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.

Heb. 9:27…. And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment:
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Our Next
Lesson Will Be
The Parable
Of The
Good Samaritan
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