Examples from Elah

Jim Wendler
• “One of my favorite excuses from the
Mediocre Army when defending their
numbers when compared to strong lifters is,
“If I didn’t have a job and lifting was my job,
I’d be that strong too!” No you wouldn’t.
You’d be playing Xbox all day, engrossed in
reality TV, and sleeping until noon. You’re
weak because you’re weak.”

What if we modified it just a little…
• “One of my favorite excuses from the
Mediocre Army when defending their
numbers when compared others is, “If I didn’t
have a job and being a Christian was my
job….”

but… But… BUT…
• They have more time, they don’t have kids,
they do have kids, they went to seminary,
their kids are young, their kids have moved
out, they live closer to the church building,
they get paid to be a Christian, their parent
was a preacher/elder/missionary, they’re
retired, they’re young, they’re old, they went
to a Christian school, they have money,
They aren’t me.

• This is Not a ‘David and Goliath’ sermon
–(okay… maybe Goliath, but not David)
• Fine… David, too, but only briefly!

• James 1:19-22 “Know this, my beloved
brothers: let every person be quick to hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of
man does not produce the righteousness of
God. Therefore, put away all filthiness and
rampant wickedness* and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able
to save your souls. But be DOERS of the
word and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.

• James 1:23-27 “Those who HEAR and don’t ACT are like
those who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two
minutes later have no idea who they are, what they look
like. But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed
counsel of God—the free life!—even out of the corner of
his eye, and sticks with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but
a man or woman of ACTION. That person will find delight
and affirmation in the ACTION. Anyone who sets himself
up as “religious” by talking a good game is self-deceived.
This kind of religion is hot air and only hot air. Real
religion, the kind that passes muster before God the
Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in
their plight, and guard against corruption from the
godless world.”

• James 4:17
“So whoever knows the right thing to do
and fails to do it, for them it is sin”

• John 13:17 “If you know these things,
blessed are you if you DO them”
• John 14:21 “Whoever has my
commandments and KEEPS them, he it
is who loves me”

And now…. The sermon!
(back to David and Goliath – but only the Goliath part)
1 Samuel 14:47-48
When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he
fought against all his enemies on every side.
Against Moab, Against the Ammonites, Against
Edom, Against the kings of Zobah, And against the
PHILISTINES.
Wherever he turned, he routed them!
And he did valiantly and struck down the
Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of
those who plundered them.”

•
•
•
•

1 Samuel 17
Philistines vs. Israelites
Big Goliath
Valley of Elah
(about 1 mile wide-narrow ravine-a stream running right in the middle):

• 1 Samuel 17:8-11

(vs. 8)

“He (Goliath) stood and shouted to
the ranks of Israel, ‘why have you
come out to draw up for battle?

(vs. 11)

“When Saul and all Israel heard
these words of the Philistine, they
were dismayed and greatly afraid.”

• 1 Samuel 17:16

“For forty days the Philistine came forward
and took his stand, morning and evening.”

David sent to deliver lunch
to the Real men of his family:

1 Samuel 17:20-24
(vs. 20)

And David rose early in the morning

(vs. 20)

the host was going out to the battle
line, shouting the war cry.

(vs. 21)

Israel and the Philistines drew up for
battle, army against army.

(vs. 24)

All the men of Israel, when the saw the
man, fled from him and were much afraid!

Israel’s Daily Routine:
• Wake up
• Get all dressed up
• Everyone come out together and line up
• Shout the war cry!

• And then…

•
•
•
•

Go back to their tents
Wait for the next time (twice a day…)
Then repeat
For FORTY days.

My model for church sometimes looks
eerily similar…

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wake up
Get all dressed up
Everyone come out together and line up
Shout the war cry!
Run away at the first sign of adversity
Go back to our houses
Wait for next Sunday
Then repeat
Ad nauseum
*

•Jesus loves you.

Yes, you.

•Jesus Christ is the son of God, he knows everything about you, the good and
the bad of your past, present, and future, and Jesus came to earth and died on the cross to
buy you, to die As You, anyway. To pay for your crimes. To give you 100% grace & forgiveness.

•Jesus rose from the dead and went back to heaven to prepare a place for you
to get to have the choice to spend eternity with him there – where there is no more pain, no
more death, no more guilt, no more shame, no more sorrow, no more tears.

•Turn 180 degrees away from your old life, your life of not knowing
God, your life of not living for God, your life of pain, fear, loneliness, doubt, your life of sin.

•Run to embrace Jesus Christ, your perfect parent, who is waiting with open
arms, grab him, hold him, submit your life to him, The Lord and Savior, and be baptized – go

under the water as the old you and come out of the water as a whole new creation, in Christ!

•Come and be a part of our family -- God’s family!

