Your Story Matters.
• Lots of stories
• Hobbies:
Crossfit, videogames, sports teams, bands, movies
•Diets:
Crossfit, vegan, vegetarian, THM, Weight Watchers
•Passions:
Crossfit, animals, social justice, politics, home schooling
•Favorite color:
Crossfit….

Your Story Matters.
•What comes to mind when you hear
“YOUR Story Matters”?

•Too much, not enough, wrong focus, , , , ,

Your Story Matters.
•John 4:
Jesus and the Woman of Samaria/
The Woman at the Well
•Verses 1-6 (noon)
•Verses 7-12 (sassy Samarian)
•Verses 13-15 (“or have to come here”)

Your Story Matters.
•Verses 16-18:
“He said, “Go call your husband and then come
back.”
“I have no husband,” she said.
“That’s nicely put:
‘I have no husband.’
You’ve had five husbands, and the man you’re living
with now isn’t even your husband.
You spoke the truth there, sure enough.”

Verses 19-26
“Oh, so you’re a prophet! Well, tell me this: Our ancestors worshiped God at this
mountain, but you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place for worship,
right?”
“Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you Samaritans will worship the
Father neither here at this mountain nor there in Jerusalem. You worship
guessing in the dark; we Jews worship in the clear light of day. God’s way of
salvation is made available through the Jews. But the time is coming—it has, in
fact, come—when what you’re called will not matter and where you go to
worship will not matter.
“It’s who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must
engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people the Father is
out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in
their worship. God is sheer being itself—Spirit. Those who worship him must do
it out of their very being, their spirits, their true selves, in adoration.”
The woman said, “I don’t know about that. I do know that the Messiah is
coming. When he arrives, we’ll get the whole story.”
“I am he,” said Jesus. “You don’t have to wait any longer or look any further.”
Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked. They couldn’t believe he
was talking with that kind of a woman. No one said what they were all thinking,
but their faces showed it.

Your Story Matters.
•*Verses 39-42*
•Pixar: Every great story follows the same
structure: “Once upon a time there was
(blank), every day they (blank), but one
day (blank) and everything changed.”

Your Story Matters.
•Verses 16-18
•Jesus is pointing out the human fallacy
surrounding that 3rd blank
•(“Once upon a time there was (blank),
every day they (blank),
but one day (blank) - and everything changed.”)

Your Story Matters.
•Verses 28-29 (preached the gospel)
•Verse 39a (“Because”)
•Verse 39b (AND)
•Verse 42 (“it is no longer because….”)

Your Story Matters.
•So, How do we “tell our story”?
•In-N-Out Burger
•Qualifying others
•“Bible Thumpers”
•Mission trips
•Jesus sharing his story
•*CLIP*

Your Story Matters.
•Food Pantry
•Clothing Closet
•Highland View Preschool
•AWANA
•Thanks-for-Giving
•Present Hope
•VMC
•Domestic and International mission trips
•Thanksgiving dinner
•Prison ministry
•Alpha House
•Trunk-or-Treat

**

•Jesus loves you. Yes, you.
•Jesus Christ is the son of God, he knows everything about you, the good and the
bad of your past, present, and future, and Jesus came to earth and died on the cross
to buy you anyway. To pay for your imperfections. To offer you 100% grace.
•Jesus rose from the dead and went back to heaven to prepare a place for YOU to get
to have the choice to spend eternity with him there – where there is no more pain,
no more death, no more guilt, no more shame, no more tears.
•Change your mind: From your life of not knowing God, your life of not living for
God, your life of pain, fear, loneliness, & doubt, to Believing and KNOWING God.
•Run to embrace Jesus Christ, your perfect parent, the lover of your soul, who is
waiting with open arms. Grab him, hold him as your Lord and Savior, and be
baptized – go under the water as the old you and come out of the water as a whole
new creation, in Christ!
•Come and be a part of our family -- God’s family!
•God made you… and you are his poem, his song, his masterpiece.

